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ENGRCSSED HOUSE BI LL 1554

State of WAshi ngton 63rd Legislature 2013 Regul ar Session

By Representatives Stonier, Harris, Rodne, Goodman, Ryu, O Ban, Van
De Wege, Moscoso, and Pol | et

Read first tinme 01/30/13. Referred to Commttee on Public Safety.

AN ACT Relating to community assistance referral and education
services; and adding a new section to chapter 35.21 RCW

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEGQ SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:

NEW SECTION. Sec. 1. A new section is added to chapter 35.21 RCW
to read as foll ows:

(1) Any fire departnment nay devel op a community assi stance referral
and education services program to provide comunity outreach and
assistance to residents of its district in order to advance injury and
i1l ness prevention within its community. The program should identify
menbers of the community who use the 911 system for low acuity
assistance calls (calls that are nonemergency or nonurgent) and connect
themto their primary care providers, other health care professionals,
| ow- cost nedi cation progranms, and other social services. The program
may also provide a fire departnent- based, nonenergency contact in
order to provide an alternative resource to the 911 system The
program may hire health care professionals as needed.

(2) A participating fire departnent nmay seek grant opportunities
and private gifts in order to support its comunity assistance referral
and educati on services program
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(3) In developing a comunity assistance referral and education
services program a fire departnment may consult with the health care
personnel shortage task force to identify health care professionals
capable of working in a nontraditional setting and providing
assi stance, referral, and education servi ces.

(4) Community assistance referral and educati on services prograns
i npl emented under this section nust, at |east annually, neasure any
reducti on of repeated use of the 911 enmergency systemand any reduction
i n avoi dabl e enmergency roomtrips attributable to inplenentation of the
program Results of findings under this subsection nust be reportable
to the legislature or other |ocal governnments upon request. Findings
shoul d i nclude estimated anounts of nedicaid dollars that would have
been spent on energency room visits had the program not been in
exi stence.

(5) For purposes of this section, "fire departnent” includes city
and town fire departnents, fire protection districts organi zed under
Title 52 RCW and regional fire authorities organized under chapter
52.26 RCW
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